
8-21-26 

Good evening all! 

This past Monday (8-17-26), Dennis Kruttlin, President of the Village DDA contacted 
me regarding a request from National Salvage (the owner of Viking Energy) and New 
York Green Cloud to meet sometime this week.  These two businesses are in the 
process of negotiating the sale of Viking Energy and its sister plant in McBain.   

We had an online “Teams Meeting” Wednesday (8-19-26) evening.  Representing 
the Village was Fire Chief Nate Walker, Vice President of the Village DDA Joe James 
and myself. The meeting lasted about an hour. 

New York Green Cloud specifically asked how long it would it take the Planning 
Commission to go over their plans to build a 15,000 Sq. Ft. Data Center and a 
building for batteries, on the site with Viking.  What they explained was that their 
project would be a closed cooling system, along the lines of a car radiator. Which 
means that the Center will not be using the large, noisy, cooling fans and water 
consumption would not be as high as it is at other Data Centers.  Viking Energy 
would be the power source for the Data Center.   

Please be aware that the only part of the project that the Planning Commission will 
be addressing is the Data Center & Battery Storage Building.  Although Viking has 
been closed for a couple of years now, all of the licenses and permits for Viking to 
operate are still in place.  Should a market for Viking’s energy become available the 
plant could re-open under the same regulations that were in place when it was 
closed.  That said, Viking is a moot point. 

What you need to know:  Michigan Law prohibits local governments from outright 
banning data centers if the project meets zoning and legal requirements. Please be 
aware that the project developer can take the local government to court for 
“exclusionary zoning”.  Should the Data Center project fit within the existing zoning 
or meets all legal requirements, local officials cannot simply block the project.  

This proposed project would bring back jobs that were lost when Viking closed and 
would increase jobs in the region by about 200. 

Should you have any further questions, please contact me, I will do my best to 
answer them.  However, you now know basically what I know. 

 

Sheila R. Phillips, President 
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